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NOTICES OF RECENT PUBLICATIONS 
Sumerian Records from Drehem. By WILLIAM M. NESBIT, Ph.D. Columbia University Oriental Studies, 
Vol. VIII. Humphrey Milford, Oxford University Press, London; and Columbia University Press, 
New York, 1914. 
The latest volume in the Oriental series issued by the Columbia University contains an exhaustive 
study of a collection of early Sumerian documents in the possession of Dr Nesbit, their editor. As 
Professor Dyneley Prince states in a prefatory note, the great body of business documents that have 
been recovered during recent years in Babylonia furnishes in some respects more important material 
for the study of the social life of the country than detailed historical records. The texts here edited 
are part of the great find of tablets, which was made by native diggers a few years ag,o at Drehem, 
a mound in central Babylonia in the neighbourhood of Nippur. The many thousands of tablets, 
which were smuggled out of the country from that site, have been distributed among the principal 
museums and private collectors in Europe and America, and some eight or nine hundred selected 
specimens have already been published in a number of monographs and scientific journals. Dr Nesbit's 
collection of thirty documents thus forms a supplement to a class of literature, the main features of 
which are already well known. But it is none the less valuable on that account, and the method of 
publication adopted might serve as a model to other editions of a like character. 
Drehem was an important agricultural centre, and formed the principal source of supply for the 
great temples in the neighbouring city of Nippur. The larger number of Dr Nesbit's texts consist 
of account-tablets concerning animals supplied for sacrifice, inventories of herds of cattle and flocks 
of sheep and goats, receipts for offerings and tribute, and the like. In addition to editing the texts 
with full translations, he gives complete lists of proper names and places mentioned in the texts, a 
classification of the different classes of animals, and a concise introduction dealing with the history 
and chronology of his period. In his section on the language he is certainly right in regarding the 
texts, in spite of their abbreviations, as purely Sumerian, but we hardly agree with him in thinking 
it even "among the possibilities" that they may have "been read in Semitic." At the time of the 
Dynasty of Ur, when these texts were written, Sumerian was a very living language, the whole 
of Central Babylonia was under Sumerian jurisdiction, and the few Semitic personal names that 
occur in them are evidence of the comparatively small number of Semitic officials and employes in 
the service of the temples. The site of Tummal, by the way, which is frequently mentioned on the 
Drehem tablets, is now no longer unknown; shortly after the appearance of Dr NesUlit's volume 
a text was published by Dr Poebel which proves that it was the name of a sacred quarter in Nippur, 
which was dedicated to Ninlil, the chief goddess of the city. 
L. W. KING. 
The Excavations at Babylon. By ROBERT KOLDEWEY. (Translated by AGNES S. JOHNS.) Macmillan, 
1914. 
Professor Koldewey's book, now given in Mrs Johns's translation, marks in more senses than one 
the end of a real epoch in the progress of Babylonian archaeology. The violent interruption to 
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archaeological research which the present war has necessitated, still more the certainty that, whatever 
the issue of the war, the future political status of Mesopotamia and Babylonia will be profoundly 
modified and in its turn will profoundly modify the conditions of scientific exploration of of ancient 
sites, means that, from the view-point of the future, 1914 may well be considered the terminus of a 
very definite period, to be succeeded when peace is restored by one of presumably a different character. 
But, more than this, Koldewey's book is from its nature a definite milestone, for it marks the con- 
clusion, in all essentials, of the most thorough and fully-equipped scientific exploration of a Babylonian 
site, extending over a dozen years, that has ever been carried out in this region. It is well that the 
labours of the period that has passed should have culminated in so worthy a work on the most world- 
famous of Mesopotamian cities. 
The fame of Babylon has outlived that of all its neighbours, whether of older or later foundation. 
While the one destruction of Nineveh by the Medes sufficed to erase it from the minds of the 
generations that followed, Babylon survived the vengeance of Sennacherib and Ashur-bani-pal to 
share the spoils of Assyria's overthrow, and though her arms had to yield to the vigour of Cyrus 
and Darius, like later Greece she led her captors captive. Ronman Caesars trembled before the astute- 
ness of her astrologers. The romance of her history and wisdom has penetrated the legend and 
poetry of the countries of the West. Through Judaism and Christianity her name has become an 
apocalyptic symbol of earthly power and error. It is no accident that alike in their history and the 
application ts lessons, the comparison of Babylon with Rome has been the favoured theme of 
historians, inspired writers and religious controversialists. 
When we turn from Babylon in history and romance to Babylon in brick and mortar, there are 
few of us who will not admit some disappointmnent. Fromn the descriptions of Greek historians, from 
the astonishment of the Hebrew exiles, the general reader would have conceived a Babyloni of Nebu- 
chadnezzar's reign as a rival in size of Imperial Rome, eveii comparable-it is often compared-with 
modern London. To a Greek to whom Athens was a great city-Athens, half the size of Edinburgh-- 
to a Jew who was dazzled by the splendours of the little hill-town of Jerusalem, Babylon must obviously 
have appeared colossal. Modern excavations show the circuit of its walls to have extended twelve 
miles, a small area if compared with modern cities but huge for its times. The frequent and complete 
destructions which Babylon underwent have unfortunately deprived us of the means of reconstructing 
fuilly the city of earlier days, but Dr Koldewey sets the Babylon of Nebuchadnezzar and Nabonidus 
very fully before us, and alike through the thoroughness and carefulness of systematic excavation, 
through complete acquaintance with Greek and Babylonian literary authorities, and by intuitive under- 
standing of the problems peculiar to work of this kind, he with the scholars who were associated with 
him-among whom such men as Andrae, Weissbach, Meissner and Noldeke need only be mentioned- 
already has, though he himself declares the work is only half done as yet, justified his claim to 'resurrect' 
Babylon. His work may be judged on two lines-first and most important the settling of the topo- 
graphy of the city, the former course of the Euphrates, the outer and inner city walls, the palaces 
of Nabopolassar and Nebuchadnezzar, the temples E-sagila, E-Mach anld E-temenanki, and the line of 
the Procession Street which passed E. of the Citadel, through the Ishtar Gate down to the modern 
mound of Amran where the temples E-temenanki and E-sagila have been located, while it connected 
with the Euphrates Bridge of which Dr Koldewey has found the remains of the piers. Second, the 
'finds' in the sense of definite objects of artistic or historical or literary interest. Flint and stone 
implements show the age of Babylon as an inhabited spot since the 5th Millennium. From the 
populous quarter of Merkes there are tablets from the end of the First Dynasty, and houses from 
the Kassite period can be studied. The most striking objects are undoubtedly the decorative reliefs 
in enamelled brick, the lions that ornamented the walls of the Procession Street, the bulls and quaintly 
imagined dragons of the Ishtar Gate that give us some idea of the gorgeousness of Classical Babylon 
and illustrate a very important stage in the art which culminated in the Persian Archers of the Guard 
of the Loutvre. 
No reader can abstain from expressing his gratitude to Mrs Johns for her admirable translation 
of a pre-emiilently techniical book. By an error common in English writers but seriously in conflict 
with historical fact, the German Emperor is styled on p. viii 'Emperor of Germany.' The general 
appearance of the book leaves nothing to be desired. 
A. W. A. LEEPER. 
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